Your Parish Councillors
Mr Peter Millard Chairman
Tel. 822885
Miss June Cohen-Kingsley
Tel. 824201
Mr Stephen Jones Deputy Chairman
Tel. 824098
Mrs Beverley Melici
Tel. 823406
Mr Julian Newbold
Tel. 822304
Mr Stewart Scothern

Tel. 822848

Parish Clerk

Mrs Doreen Brookes Tel. 825464
39 Coastal Road, Hest Bank, LA2 6HE

e-mail:- brookes.slynewithhestpc@btinternet.com

Your City Councillors
Cllr Malcolm Thomas Tel. 822471

Cllr Sylvia Rogerson Tel. 824468

Your County Councillor

Cllr Tony Jones Tel. 015242 21200
Your Member of Parliament

Mr David Morris Local Office Tel. 411059

Parish Council Meetings

Parish Council meetings are normally held in Slyne with
Hest Memorial Hall on the third Monday of each month,
except August, and commence at 7.30pm.

Everyone is welcome to attend the meetings. An Open
Forum is held at the beginning of the meeting during
which time members of the public are given the opportu-
nity to raise any matters with the Council .

The dates of meetings for 2010 are as follows:

Monday 21 June Monday 19 July

no meeting in August Monday 20 September
Monday 18 October Monday 15 November
Monday 20 December

visit the Parish Council website

for more information
reports, minutes, diary of events, community news

www.slyne-with-hest.org.uk

First Saturday of each month 10.00am-12.30pm

Slyne with Hest Memorial Hall
POLICE SURGERY 10.00am-11.00am

Some useful contact numbers

Police Response 01524 63333
Crimestoppers 0800 555 111
Lancashire County Council 0845 053 0000
general enquiries

County Council Hi%hways 0845 053 0011
for problems with street iﬁhts, roads

blocked gullies, potholes, flooding

Lancaster City Council 01524 582000
general enquiries

City Council Service Centre 01524 582491

waste, cleansing, litter, flytipping

© Slyne with Hest Parish Council
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he recent May Fair was a great success and it was

good to experience the community spirit. We hope
that this will spill over into the preparations for the Lanca-
shire Best Kept Village Competition and ask everyone to ‘do
their bit’ to ensure that the village is in tip top condition for
the judges.

The inclusion of the village diary in the last newsletter has
met with some success and therefore we have included
another list of events with this edition. We would like to
expand the diary and make it much more comprehensive
and appeal to all secretaries of village clubs and groups and
event organisers to send their programme for the autumn
and winter either to Mr John Leach at
john.leach@greenwaysinformatics.co.uk or to Mrs Doreen
Brookes, parish clerk, 39 Coastal Road, Hest Bank, Lancas-
ter, LA2 6HE. The information will also be made available
on the parish website.

The new information plaque at the foreshore
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Parish Council Report

Cllr Stephen Jones
Chairman 2009/10

The Council has been faced with increasing its rate by
nearly 4% for 2010/11 as costs rise. We have had to say
no to paying almost £20,000 to keep the public toilets
within the village open. Only a few years ago the Council
contributed towards improvements at the shore toilets to
keep them open as we saw them as vital for the many
people who visit the area each year.

During the year the Council continued to maintain and
improve the open spaces. On the foreshore, the new
plaque with a panorama of the Bay is proving popular
with visitors. We acknowledge the grant made by Lanca-
shire and Blackpool Tourist Board Limited towards the
cost of this. At the recreation field the boardwalk gives
better access to the play area and the new gate has made
the exit near to the telephone exchange much safer.
Work on the embankment slide is planned for this sum-
mer.

The Manor Lane play area has been closed by Lancaster
City Council on safety grounds. The swings and see-saw
will be removed but it is intended that the area will be
retained as recreational space and seats, low level play
equipment or football posts could be installed. Tell us
what you think.

It is apparent that the County and City Councils will
face increased financial restraints and as we have seen
will try to pass some of these costs on to the parish coun-
cil, sadly without any real understanding or consultation
with the parish about how to manage these changes. We,
the Parish Council, might have powers to do things but
we do not necessarily have the finances or human re-
sources to carry them out, but we do try.

Parish Council meetings are always open to residents
who wish to air their views and during the open forum
representative from the Police, County and City Council
are often present So why not attend a meeting and be-
come active in your community.

Finally I would like to remind residents to cut trees,
bushes and hedges back to their boundaries as overhang-
ing vegetation can be a hazard to pedestrians and road
users. Your co-operation will make our village a safer
and tidier place to live.

Slyne with Hest Parish Council
Financial Statement 2009-10

Bal brought fwd 23780
Income Expenditure
Precept 28702 Staff costs 12563
Burial Ground fees 2830  Memorial Hall grant 2000
Rents 1329 Bowling Club grant 800
Lancs CC grass cutting 4157  Tennis Club grant 1000
Donations 245  Football Club grant 294
Sundry sales 269 Admin costs 1975
Bank Interest 31 Insurance 1220
Rebate from L City C 724 Audit fee 310
VAT reclaimed 1554  Reimbursement LCC 361
- Burial Ground 1476
- Grass cutting 3296
- Lengthsman 6831
- Rec field & play area 3507
- Other open spaces 3610
- Subs & allowances 666
- Legal fees 362
- Remembrance Service 65
- S137- charity donation 50
- VAT on purchases 1645
Total 39841 Total 42031
Bal carried fwd 21590

Income was largely on target of budget predictions. The precept
request from City Council for 2009/10 was marginally lower than
the previous year. Burial fees were a lower than the previous year
and bank interest was down due to the fall in interest rates.

The expenses were a little lower than expected. Grants were
made to The Memorial Hall and to the Bowling, Tennis and Foot-
ball clubs. The Council has adopted a new grant awarding policy
which gives greater accountability to the money’s use. Savings
were made in administration and insurance. Further improvement
work has been carried out at the recreation field and foreshore.
The £6381 payment shown for the lengthsman is for two years
due to an overlap from the previous year.

With reserves of £21,590 the Council is in a fairly strong position
relative to projected activities. The largest of these is extensive
work at the burial ground to improve the entrance, create new
parking areas and the development of a new consecrated burial
section. D Brookes Responsible Financial Officer

Slyne with Hest Memorial Hall

Management Committee Report

Fund raising is always a slow and painstaking process
even at the best of times, and these are certainly not the
best of times, as we all well know. We have applied to a
number of charitable organisations for grants to assist
us in refurbishing the ladies toilets, with mixed results.
Two have said "Yes, we can help” and together have
promised a total of £6,000. Others have said “We will
recognise your application at a later date.” We are still
quite a long way short of the £37,000 needed, but we are
hoping to have further news by the end of June.

While these delays are a little disappointing they make
us all the more grateful to those one hundred plus
households in the village who responded to last year’s
appeal and have continued their support this year by
standing order or donation. They have contributed
some £2,400 to date and enabled us to claim a further
£340 in gift aided tax refunds. To everyone of them,
through this newsletter, may we say a very big thank
you!

Another invaluable source of funding has come from the
community coffee mornings which are held in the me-
morial hall on the first Saturday of each month. They
are organised mainly by committee member Gordon
Buck and his family and are fully supported and often
attended by our Parish and City Councillors, so this is
also a good opportunity to meet up with them to air your
views. These coffee mornings so far have raised £1,246
for the appeal fund and of course this help is ongoing.

The village continues to make good use of the premises
which is encouraging, but in order to ensure a brighter
future further upgrading work is essential. This re-
mains the principal objective of the committee, but is
unlikely to happen unless we can help ourselves more.
We can do this in two ways either directly by completing
a standing order in favour of the memorial hall appeal
fund or indirectly by using the building more. If you
know of anyone who is looking for a venue with easy
access and good parking for their event, classes or meet-
ings, tell them about us. Treasurer, Chris Fox (phone
822779) and Hall Administrator, Doreen Brookes (phone
825464) would both be pleased to hear from you.

Brian Staveley —Chairman
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